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AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 


C R E T SAIGON 37824 


E.O. ■'** 


exdis 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

PARIS FOR VIETNAM MISSION 

SUBJECT! THIEU'S ANALYSIS OF ENEMY STRATEGY 

1. PRESIDENT THIEU'GAVE ME THE FOLLOWING ANALYSIS OF CURRENT 
ENEMY STRATEGY DURING OUR SEPTEMBER 13 CONSULATION MEETINGi 

A. HE FEELS THE ENEMY IS NOW -REVERT IMG rTQ. ,4|.S -NORMAL-..,! ACT IC 
OF«ATIEMP.TING TQ*-.QgCURY/-mORE AND MORE TERRITORY' AND''OF~CON- 
CENTRAIING-ON* IHEi RURALu AREAS* ,.HE WILL/ HOWEVER/ CONTINUE HIS 
ATTEMPTS TO PENETRATE -SOME CITY WHICH IS NOT WELL: DEFENDED, 

HIS OBJECTIVE IS To OCCUPY A CITY LIKE TAY NINH FOR A SHORT 
TIME FOR PROPAGANDA PURPOSES/ NOT TO HOLD IT FOR A LONG TIME. 
THE ENEMY PLANS/ THROUGH PRESSURE: ON -THE C'l TIES> TO; HOLD ; 

ALLIED; TROOPS NEAR ,THE : URBAN --AREAS/ REAVING HIM FREE -TO-CON- 
C-EnTRATE ON THE COUNTRYSIDE* 

a. THIS IS: THE ONLY STRATEGY OPEN TO THE; ENEMY WI TH^HEV»ME ANS ■- 
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HE NOW.-HASi IT- IS. ALL' THAT- IS WITHIN HIS C AP AB I L I T I ES- FOR.. THE NeXT 
5MONTHS-. • THE ENEMY. IS LIKE- A CARD PLAYER DECIDING. HOW' 

SEST-..TO- USE ; HIS REMAINING' MONEY. HE WILL CONTINUE TO BLUFF IN 
PARIS/ MAINTAINING THAT HE' IS WINNI s' THE WAR/ WHILE TRYING TO 
EXER-T- SOME MILITARY PRESSURE' ON THE' GROUND IN VlE.T NAM?,... 

r„ the ENEMY HOPES TO MAINTAIN A CERTAIN MILITARY PRESSURE 
DURINGx-THE FOUR 1 MONTHS remaining-until THE INAUGURATION of A 
NEW. .-AMERICAN PRESIDENT AND TO EXTEND HIS CONTROL OVER THE 
COUNTRYSIDE- DURING THIS PERIOD. THIS, HANOI BELIEVES, WILL 
ENABLE THEM TO MAKE THE WORLD THINK THAT THEY ARE STRONG ENOUoH 
TO KEEP UP THE MILITARY STRUGGLE. IT WILL PUT.THEM/ THROUGH- 
THE.IR OCCUPATION OF MORE AND MORE- V ILL AGES, IN A POSITION TO 
PROPOSE A CEASE-FIRE IN PLACE/ AN.D. PERHAPS THEN . TO,.,ASK, FOR 
ELECTIONS IN SOUTH VIET NAM ; IN THE BELIEF THAT TH£ PEOPLE IN 
THE-AREAS .CONTROLLE-D aY>.THE COMMUNISTS WOULD VOTE' FOR THEM. 

2. THIEU SAID THAT HE HaD TOLD THE CABINET/ IN THE COURSE OF 

ITS REVIEW OF PACIFICATION ON SEPTEMBER 12/ THAT THE* GVN 
OBJECT IY-&.-FQFUTHE NEXT YEAR. MUST BE TO CONSOLIDATE, ITS CONTROL 
OF THE SECURE AREAS I N „AN EFFORT ■ TO GIVE THE POPULAl-I ON OF.. THESE 
A^^S9MEd5-KRERtENT..T)MHE-TGTAU POPULATION; OF SOUTH_VIETNAf 
MORE' SECURl-=T:Y^.AND^A-GOOD^ADMINlSTR'ATION‘. this wouldinvolve 
M-DR&* rMfii=rAS<IS«X)N^^C-I'FCT--A:T:I.ON.. THAN, 0N .0EVELOPME-N T-^ N ■■ * 

EMP.WAS*6*-0N«-THE r -SECUR£*“'TH'AN v ON ; THE' 'CONTESTED' AREAS*. JTL WOULD 
MEA.K^i^ME»^.Ss4S0t-P£RC-ENT - 0F- THE• PEOPLE^ WOULD' HAVE' SECURl TY ANI 

ENT-^ ADMI-N-i-ST RATION*--' 

3. I COMMENTED. THAT THIS SEEMED TO ME A SOUND APPROACH AND 

PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN LIGHT OF THE COMMUNIST CAMPAIGN TO 
SET UP AN ADMINISTRATIVE NETWORK IN MANY AREAS PARALLEL TO 
THAT OF THE GVN• BUNKER _ 


’ .. C>» 


*Mr, r -•>' 


-. 1 v V i'j- 

<r slcrl h 


*• I ■*&.. vgjg. % 

- v. •„ b l'-- *' 


) - , ) * 

motto RF RFPRODIJCED'WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION Oh THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 





